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Stories from the �eld: YAP Bougainville

 

Bougainville has historically experienced much con�ict, especially in the south of the island. YAP has responded by 
training local community members as peacemakers.  Here’s an update from Kayabe Alumb, a local YAP Bougainville 
mediator.

Before I attended my �rst 
peace building workshop, I 
knew nothing of YAP’s ministry 
worldwide in Asia and the Paci�c. 

But these workshops have been 
great in promoting my ability 
and capacity to continue on 
with mediation of cases causing 
tension in my community.

During the two-week workshop 
this year at Wisai, Bougainville, 
I have learnt so many skills in 
peacemaking. I have learnt how 
to cooperate with warring parties 
on both sides, how to help victims 
of violence, how to work with 
o�enders to 

make amends with people their 
actions have a�ected and how to 
come out with a win-win situation 
for all people concerned in the 
con�ict.

The YAP workshop has created 
a new machinery inside of me, 
to see things in a new era. New 
points have been raised to tackle 
problems on both sides during 
discussions and mediations.

These workshops also create new 
visions for a win-win mediation. 
We continue to learn through 
each and every workshop, 

UnitingWorld peace programs are run through Young Ambassadors for Peace (YAP), a program 
established by Joy Balazo. These programs strive to build a culture of peace and justice in 
communities in need of con�ict resolution. 
YAP has centres in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, Burma, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea, and 
Solomon Islands. This year, a workshop will be held for the �rst time in Timor-Leste (East Timor), to 
train church leaders in peaceful methods of con�ict resolution. 
While YAP receives some funding from the Australian Government through AusAID, we rely on your 
generosity in order to keep expanding this vital work. 
Please consider giving a generous special gift to enable the Peacemaking programs of 
UnitingWorld to continue to create peace and resolve con�ict. 
To donate, please complete and return the enclosed donation form, call 1800 998 122 or visit  
www.unitingworld.org.au
Donations of $2 and above to our Peacemaking programs are tax deductible. All gifts are gratefully 
received.

always improving on how we 
build peace to bene�t all people 
in the community

Today, I am very proud to be a 
mediator for YAP so that I can 
continue to learn throughout this 
journey. 

I have risked my life with a vision 
to see peace prevail in every 
family and in the community as a 
whole.

I give YAP top marks for the 
workshops that I’ve attended and 
for bringing lasting peace to my 
community.


