LOANS FOR

Freeaom

-L UnitingWorld is an agency of the National Assembly
V of the Uniting Church in Australia.



Microfinance in Action

Microfinance provides the initial fur.lds required Fo
establish an income-generating project. It cqulfi involve
buying cattle for fattening, expapdmg an existing .
business, or establishing a farm1r§g cooperative within .
a community. Sound business gulqance is pl‘f)Vlded wit
the loans so that clients have a solid foundation from
which to build their futures.

. Anderias is 28 years old and is a TLM field officer

' based in Betun. After hearing about a job with TLM

- through his Church, he jumped at the opportunity
to help rural communities build their futures.

Each day he meets with other field officers at 8am before
going out to visit his clients. He tries to visit at least ten
of his 76 clients each day to provide ongoing support. j

Anderias strongly believes that people deserve the opportunity
to improve their lives through economic independence, and he
always enjoys meeting people from all walks of life. His clients J
help him learn more about different cultures, and it gives him {
great joy to see them make the most of their projects.
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All loans are repayable, with minimal interest, and
clients keep the profits. Basic business training

is provided with the first loan, to ensure success.
The TLM officers provide guidance and support
throughout the duration of the loan.

2. felping communifies fo help themselves

Microfinance empowers individuals and communities to
generate their own income. By working as a community
group, everyone contributes to the project s success,
and everyone benefits when profits increase.

UnitingWorld has been supporting microfinance projects
in West Timor since 2001. The lives of over 15,000
families in the Betun region in the last three years alone
have been successfully transformed. Many move on to
second and third loans after their first term is complete.
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UnitingWorld

connecﬂng communities For life

The future generation will have opportunities that many
of their parents often went without. Children will be able Donations of $2 and above are tax deductible
to go to school and receive basic healthcare. Loans for
Freedom will lead to lasting community transformation.
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these families

help themselves

Sarce Befty Simon

Sarce is a mother of
four children. Before
she received her first
loan, she struggled to
provide her children
with food each day, and
only her eldest child
could go to school.

In 2006, she applied

for a microfinance loan
with TLM, and in a matter of three years her family’s life

has turned around. Sarce is now in her third loan cycle,
and was able to afford two cows that she will fatten to
sell at the market. She now sends all of her children to
school, and they visit the hospital in Betun every three
months for check-ups and vaccinations. Sarce is even
completing construction of her new home.

Image: Sarce with one of her cows.
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Trelda Meru

Imelda is 29 years old
and lives with her three
children in @ small
village near Betun.
Working with a group of o
her friends and their families,

josk. She
she applied for @ loan to expand her small kiosk

loan cycle, expanding




