Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
URGENT APPEAL!

The United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) and the National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) urgently requests us to be in solidarity with the 43 Filipino health workers who were arrested and detained on Friday, February 6, 2010.

In the early morning (6 a.m.) of February 6, 2010, the 43 health workers including Dr. Alexis (Alex) Montes was illegally arrested and detained by the army and police. The Community Medical Foundation, Inc. (COMMED), where Dr. Alex Montes is currently employed, co-sponsored a First Responders Training for health workers in Morong, Rizal beginning February 1, 2010. Dr. Montes was assigned in conducting the training. Initial reports say that more than 300 military and police raided the retreat center at gunpoint. They arrested the 43 participants even before searching the premises. It is suspected that Dr. Alex and the others are being held Camp Capinpin, Samaploc, Tanay, Rizal, but access has been denied to lawyers, family, colleagues and pastors who have tried to visit them. 

The military alleges that the training was actually on bomb-making. They claim to have found C4 explosives, a pistol, a revolver, three grenades, three Claymor mines and an improvised landmine. (Philippine Daily Inquirer, February 7, 2010) However, Dr. Melecia Velmonte who owns the retreat center where the training was being conducted asserted that the military had no witness to their search operations and would have easily planted the ammunitions. Dr. Velmonte also gave a lecture on infectious diseases at the training, but was not arrested with the other participants.

Dr. Alex Montes has been a long-time staff of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines. From 1988-2003, Dr. Montes served as the Health Ministries Coordinator of the Christian Witness and Service program of the UCCP. He also served as Executive Secretary of Bishop Elmer Bolocon from 2001-2002. Dr. Montes has been instrumental in the development of UCCP hospitals, but his passion has always been providing health services to the underprivileged. He helped develop the community-based health programs of many of UCCP institutions. Immediately prior to his service with The Community Medical Foundation, Dr. Montes was developing community-based health programs of the UCCP Visayas Community Medical Center in Cebu City. He served as Assistant to the Administrator for Internal and External Programs and Projects from 2007 to 2009. He was at one time a member of the Commission on Faith, Witness and Service of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines.

CCA today wrote to the Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and to other government agencies for the immediate release of the 43 health workers.

“CCA believes that these health workers who are trying their best to be effective ‘Good Samaritans’, should be released from illegal detention and hand them over to the care of their families and loved ones. We reiterate the call of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) for the Philippine government to support non-government initiatives whose leaders and constituents, more often than not, represent the ideals of genuine community service and Christian selflessness.”

We have also sent out a letter of appeal to the member churches and councils urgently requesting solidarity and support to the 43 detained and to the Philippine churches. We call on all members, partners and colleagues to continue praying for our brothers and sisters in the Philippines. Remember as well those sharing the same concerns like Sri Lanka, Myanmar and others. 

