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AND MORE...

Each morning Rosalina and her family tend their 
market garden. These harvested vegetables 
become part of what Rosalina sells at her simple 
stall, constructed of palm branches, bamboo 
and a tarp, in a village 5 kms outside of Betun. 

Rosalina, who is married with one son and four 
daughters, longs to provide each of her children 
with a full education and the opportunities this 
brings. Access to micro nance can allow women 
like Rosalina to establish thriving businesses 
that can build con dence and help them play 
a greater role in in uencing family decisions on 
matters such as children’s education and health.

The pro t Rosalina makes each day goes 
towards providing food, education and 
healthcare for her family. With the help of 
extended family, Rosalina’s son is already 
studying at university. With a strong mother for 
a role model, there’s little doubt her daughter’s 
will be successful in whatever they turn their eye 
to as well. 

The life-giving work of our partner Tanaoba 
Lais Manekat Foundation (TLM) is just one 
of the projects that the 2011-12 $1 for $6 
Matching Gift Fund appeal will bene t. As the 
end of the tax year approaches, this is the 
perfect opportunity to make your gift towards 
UnitingWorld go further because for every dollar 
you give to towards the Matching Gift Fund, the 
Australian Government will not only match your 
gift, but multiply it by as much as six times. 

This May and June as the tax year ends, please 
take this opportunity to stand with our partners 
in Asia and the Paci c.

For more information visit:   
www.unitingworld.org.au/1-for-6

60% of young people in the Solomon 
Islands are unemployed. That is why 
I was so encouraged to see a group of 
them learning to build a house together 
on my recent trip there.

Tambucca is one of three Rural Training 
Centres of the United Church in Solomon 
Islands training young women and men 
in agriculture, carpentry, cooking and 
mechanics.  Such centres enable people 
to gain skills in rural areas rather than 
joining hundreds of others in Honiara where 
unemployment can lead to entrenched 
poverty. Our partners know they can make a 
big difference, but are so short of resources.

This is why UnitingWorld is so grateful for the 
support of so many throughout the last year. 
This support has helped us grow and allowed 
us to expand and strengthen the work of our 
partners. In the coming month, we will be 
releasing our Relief and Development Unit’s 
Annual Report for 2010 on our website. This 
will further tell the stories of people gaining 
access to resources that alleviate poverty 
and communities that are being transformed.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who participated in Lent Event 
2011. It is exciting to re ect on the number 
of Uniting Church congregations who 
have been engaging with issues of poverty 
and injustice. This has been a profound 
opportunity to connect with our brothers and 
sisters overseas and to join in the mission of 
God throughout our world.

Please continue to be conscious of and 
prayerful for our partners who face the 
challenges of poverty and injustice every day. 

 

Kerry’s 
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Three years ago, Rosalina (40) was struggling to 
make $1 a day from selling vegetables from her 
garden in the Betun region of West Timor. Today, 

thanks to small loans, business advice and her own entrepreneurial 
spirit, Rosalina earns up to $10 a day. She has seen her family’s 
life and well-being remarkably enhanced since she took her fi rst 
business loan. 
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UnitingWorld will launch the $1 for $6 
appeal late in May, supporting clean 
water in Papua New Guinea, the Restore 
Sight project in Vanuatu and the work 
of TLM in West Timor. 

Kerry Enright – National Director
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One in three people in North Korea suffer from tuberculosis (TB). And 
with the generosity of UnitingWorld supporters, a new TB clinic has 
been completed and opened.

In late 2009, we appealed for funds to 
provide assistance in combating this 
disease and assisting the people of North 
Korea to improve basic medical care that is 
severely lacking. Now because of support 
offered throughout 2010, UnitingWorld 
has been working with partners in North 
Korea to  nish construction and equip a 
clinic in Rason City with all that it needs 

Become a UnitingWorld Partner 
Church Solidarity & Experience

Progress in North Korea

to adequately treat those infected and 
make a substantial difference to the lives 
of so many.

In a country that is isolated from much 
of the world, adequate medical staff 
and equipment is not readily available. 
The new TB clinic is just the beginning 
of the plans of UnitingWorld’s partner to 
provide for the neediest in North Korea.  

“Sustained, faithful and generous regular 
giving is the backbone of our work and 
allows UnitingWorld to stand in solidarity 
with our partners in alleviating poverty and 
responding to injustice. Not only does such 
giving keep fundraising costs low but with 
a regular gift each month, UnitingWorld can 
plan ahead and provide certainty of fi nancial 
support to key partners and their programs.” 

Rev. Dr. Kerry Enright (National Director)

By becoming a UnitingWorld Partner – Church 
Solidarity & Experience you can be a part of the life-
giving of UnitingWorld. Across Africa, Asia and the 
Paci c, UnitingWorld is involved in equipping local 
church communities through leadership and capacity 
development, chaplaincy and theological education, 
social development, advocacy and experience 
volunteers.

To fi nd out more about becoming a UnitingWorld 
Partner visit www.unitingworld.org.au or call us 
on: 1800 000 331.

In rural areas of India, many 
young girls like young Eila often 
drop out of school in order to 
assist with family chores. Without 
a suffi cient education, a women’s 
ability to actively participate 
in community and receive an 
income is greatly restricted.   

The Community Development Project in 
Sarenga is working to alleviate poverty 
through the provision of education. 
Education equips communities and families, 
like Eila’s, to challenge the structures that 
hold them in poverty and to take ownership 
of future development. Good quality 
education, that is relevant and accessible to 
all, can transform whole communities.

In Sarenga, the Church of North India (CNI) 
has established a village coaching and 
community centre to increase the quality 
of education accessed by the students in 
local schools. The project also serves to 
raise awareness in the community about the 
importance of education in bringing about 
change. 

Through beginning classes at the coaching 
centre, Eila can now attend the local school. 
Her family is full of hope for Eila’s future and 
the possibilities that education can bring.  

UnitingWorld’s Right To Learn appeal, 
launched in February, is with your 
generous support assisting CNI to 
strengthen the community development 
in Sarenga through: 

•   teacher training;

•   health checks and supplementary 
nutrition for children;

•   provision of clean water supplies 
in villages;

•   and further educate communities 
about the 
importance 
of sanitation 
and hygiene 
for good 
health.

The  nished TB clinic in Rason City
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We have seen an incredibly generous 
response for the Uniting Church in Australia 
with nearly $80,000 raised in the last month.

The UCCJ’s relief efforts in the area of 
Sendai have included the removing of 
debris and clearing mud from homes and 
community facilities. The volunteers are 
focused on assisting the elderly, particularly 

UnitingWorld launched the Japan 
Quake and Tsunami appeal after 
The United Church of Christ in 
Japan (UCCJ) requested assistance 
in providing emergency relief in the 
aftermath of the earthquake and 
tsunami that occurred in March. 

             Quake & 
Tsunami Appeal

Lent Event

those unwilling or unable to leave their 
homes. The UCCJ is also working to support 
those orphaned by the disaster.  

In the longer term UnitingWorld will assist 
in funding the UCCJ to train those who are 
providing grief counseling.

Lent Event was in full swing 
leading up to Easter, with over 700 
congregations across Australia 
committing to acting, refl ecting 
and connecting with our partners 
across Asia, the Pacifi c and Africa. 

Whilst giving up something for Lent, Uniting Church people 
committed to learning about UnitingWorld partners around the 
world who live in poverty and are often marginalised. Lent Event 
serves as an encouragement for Australian churches in being 
centered on others.

And a special welcome, this year to South Australia who has joined 
Lent Event for the  rst time, with around 250 churches participating 
across the state.

Christa Megaw, International Mission Of cer for the Uniting 
Church in South Australia, says “In Lent Event, we are able to take 
action as we respond to Jesus’ call for us to enable the poor and 
disadvantaged to live a life of dignity, with access to clean water, 
enough food, education, employment and health services.”

Throughout Lent Event, UnitingWorld blogs featured a number of 
Uniting Church people including Michelle Erofeyeff (UnitingWorld 
National Committee member). While expressing the day to day 
struggles of giving up coffee, Michelle also re ected on the wider 
purpose of the event. She says, “I’m thankful for Lent Event as 
a time for Action, Re ection and Connection; to recalibrate our 
lives and to build relationships, both locally and across the globe. 
Knowing that I am doing Lent Event with across Australia and 
beyond is exciting and encouraging.” 

UnitingWorld is grateful to all those 
who have committed to observing 
Lent in this unique way and standing 
in solidarity with our partners.

Young Ambassadors for Peace 
(YAP) has been working in Ambon 
Indonesia since the outbreak of 
violence in the region during 1999. 

Say Peace 
Now – Ambon 

Between 1999 and 2003 Ambon was a breeding ground of violence 
between Christian and Muslim communities. In the past year, 
tensions have risen again and YAP has been invited to strengthen 
its peace efforts, particularly on the north coast and nearby Islands. 
The Say Peace Now appeal in December was aimed at assisting 
YAP in expanding its work and training local people to become 
leaders of the peace process.

Joy Balazo, Associate Director – Peacemaking, traveled to 
Ambon in December to facilitate another peace workshop 
bringing local Christian and Muslim communities together on an 
island at risk. People from villages in con ict are now building 
connections. “As a result of the workshop, those who attended 
have been communicating one on one. But more than this, at our 
encouragement, they are linking in with their friends and building 
links between whole villages. The potential for misinformation is 
being minimized and while there is still tension there has been 
an easing of the con ict” says Tilly Soukotta (pictured).

The northern regions continue to be volatile with intensi ed con ict 
between Muslim communities resulting in a local Muslim leader 
being hospitalized after a recent attack. YAP continues to play a 
pivotal role in facilitating peaceful discussion and action. Further 
workshops and initiatives will be essential through 2011 and 
beyond to cement peace in the area. 

Thanks to UnitingWorld supporters, YAP can continue to develop 
communities of peace in Ambon.   

Become a UnitingWorld 

Partner – Relief & Development 

and Peacemaking

Want to maximise the 
value of your support 
in alleviating poverty?

   Water & Sanitation
   Education and 

Vocational Training
   Economic Empowerment 

and Livelihood
   Healthcare & Nutrition
   Peacemaking

These are the program areas through which UnitingWorld’s 
Relief and Development Unit are working to see transformed 
communities in Asia, the Paci c and Africa. 

By giving regularly to UnitingWorld you can assist us, like no 
other kind of giving can, to empower individuals and strengthen 
communities, enabling them to lift themselves out of poverty.  

To  nd out more about becoming a UnitingWorld Partner visit 
www.unitingworld.org.au or call us on: 1800 998 122.

 

Peacemaking

Michelle Erofeyeff, 
Lent Event Participant Tilly Soukotta, YAP Coordinator - Ambon.



Arriving in March, Peter and Nicole are volunteering 
through the Volunteering for International 
Development from Australia (VIDA) Program  
and UnitingWorld Experience. 
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UnitingWorld 
is now a fully 
accredited member 
of People In Aid, and a signatory to the 
People in Aid Code.  
To read more about the Code, visit 
www.peopleinaid.org

An Agency of the National Assembly 
of the Uniting Church in Australia

Level 10, 222 Pitt St 
Sydney NSW 2000

PO Box A2266 
Sydney South NSW 1235 Australia

Please contact us if you have any questions 
or comments about this publication. 
We welcome all feedback. 

This UnitingWorld Update can be 
downloaded from www.unitingworld.org.au 

Ph  +61 2 8267 4267
Fax  +61 2 9262 7936
info@unitingworld.org.au

ABN 16 939 630 947

In the short time since Peter 
and Nicole Holden arrived in 
Kiribati to volunteer for 12 
months they have learnt:

•   how to catch the local buses 
(15 seater vans) using landmarks 
to know where to get off, as there is 
one main road and no addresses.

•   how to  llet a  sh, as is it readily 
available and there isn’t much other 
fresh food.

•   to collect coins where possible, as 
not many places take notes.

•   how to shoo dogs away. There are 
plenty of them roaming around. 
En nako!! (go away)

•   not to hesitate in buying an item 
from the store, especially fruit, 
veges or cheese. It isn’t likely to 
be there the next time and ships 
only come with stocks about once 
a month.

•   that tsunamis do not affect Kiribati. 
Phew!

•   that the I-Kiribati people are mostly 
shy to speak English, but are 
friendly and helpful.

•   to rely on each other and God 
for support and familiarity where 
nothing else is familiar.

The VIDA Program is funded by the 
Australian Government’s international 
development agency, AusAID, and run by 
Austraining International. 

The Holdens, who come from North 
Rocks Community Church, have a family 
history of Uniting and Methodist mission 
service in the Paci c. They are excited 
about participating in the mission of God.

As UnitingWorld Experience volunteers, 
Peter and Nicole are also supporting 
Uniting Church in Australia’s partner in 
Kiribati, the Kiribati Protestant Church 
(KPC). With approximately 40,000 
members, the church is the second 
largest religious group in Kiribati, 

accounting for approximately 36 percent of 
the population.

Through VIDA, Peter is working as an 
ICT Of cer at Kiribati Institute of Technology 
(KIT). With his 10 years’ experience in IT, 
Peter is involved in extensive improvements 
to bring courses up to international 
standards and accreditations.

Nicole will be ful lling two roles in 
conjunction with the KPC. Firstly Nicole will 
be lecturing English to  rst year students at 
Tangitebu Theological College (part of KPC). 
The students are taught in and expected to 
write in English, so it is important that they 
understand the language. There are varying 
levels of English so it will be a challenge, 
but Nicole hopes to assist the students 
in gaining a better understanding of their 
studies and the bible. Nicole’s second role 
will be assisting with youth programs at the 
Kiribati Protestant Church) headquarters. 

Peter and Nicole are already settling in to 
their new home and life, making friends 
with locals and joining in activities. Please 
pray for Peter and Nicole as they embark on 
serving our brothers and sisters in Kiribati. 

UnitingWorld Experience supports the work of international partner churches 
and provides rich learning and sharing experiences in a cross cultural context. 
The majority of volunteers are placed in roles that have been specifi cally 
requested and initiated by these partners. UnitingWorld Experience continues 
to grow with almost twenty new placements in 2011 already. Over 2011-12 
it is expected that the number of volunteers will reach 100. To fi nd out more 
and to view current positions available visit http://www.unitingworld.org.au/
participate/experience/ 

“Solidarity and service, the ultimate learning opportunity”

Experience

““Solidarity and service the ultimate learning opportunity”

Stories from the Field: 
Peter & Nicole Holden


