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History



Uniting Church in Australia

ENVIRONMENTAL 
STATEMENTS AND 

RESOLUTIONS



The UCA “confesses that Jesus is Head over all things, 
the beginning of a new creation, of a new humanity. 
God in Christ has given to all people in the Church the 
Holy Spirit as a pledge and foretaste of that coming 
reconciliation and renewal which is the end in view for 
the whole creation…



…The Church’s call is to serve that end: 
to be a fellowship of reconciliation, a body 
within which the diverse gifts of its 
members are used for the building up of 
the whole, an instrument through which 
Christ may work and bear witness to 
himself. The Church lives between the 
time of Christ’s death and resurrection 
and the final consummation of all things 
which Christ will bring”.



In our very first Statement to the 
Nation (1977), when we wanted to 
define who we were and who we 

wanted to be, we said: 
“We are concerned with the basic human 

rights of future generations and will urge the 
wise use of energy, the protection of the 

environment and the replenishment of the 
earth’s resources for their use and 

enjoyment.” 



Since then, we have made 12 
important Assembly statements and 

resolutions on a variety of 
environmental topics. These include:



Climate Change

Responsible 
management, use and 
occupation of the 
Earth

Reconciliation 
People

An Economy of  Life: 
Re-imagining human 
progress for a 
flourishing world





Australian Churches 
Taking Action
For Creation



ENVIRONMENT-THEMED WORSHIP 
SERVICES AND SPEAKERS



Templestowe UC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As GRAND STAND continues to explore future consciousness-raising events they will network widely with local communities. Their aim will be to faithfully journeying together to embrace a true understanding of our human identity and dependence upon the earth as a sacred and abundant source of life and to enhance our collective relationship with the earth as a gift 



Rev. Rod 
Pattenden, 
Adamstown 

Uniting 
Church

- World Environment Day Stole

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Something to wear on World Environment Day - a liturgical stole with a garden including chilli, snow peas, herbs and shrubs!



Outdoor Chapels
Burung Bush Chapel (Terrigal UC, NSW)



Blessing of the Animals 
Service: 
All Saints Floreat
Uniting Church WA



Environment Themed 
Services 

Canberra City Uniting Church, ACT



‘Walk and Wonder’

Lane Cove UC and Grace UC’s Outdoor Adventure Church



SAVING WATER



‘Delilah’, the Water Tank who serves 
the church

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maroubra Junction have posted the story of Delilah the water tank on the Uniting Earthweb website. It goes like this:When we began Project Green Church, we looked at ways we could conserve our water usage. As a result we installed a 5000 ltr water tank, which services our three toilets and a garden tap. In July 2006 we installed a 5000 litre water tank that services the toilets for our preschool and our garden hose. We received subsidies totalling $2550 from Randwick City Council and Sydney Water. This simple step saves our church hundreds of litres per day. The water tank muralWe appreciated our water tank, which we have affectionately named Delilah, but it was obvious that she was kind of on the homely side. So after watching a documentary about Sydney hip hop and graffiti artist Mistery on ABC’s Compass program we contacted Mistery and asked him if he’d like to help us beautify Delilah with a mural. We chose the image of the “Woman at the Well” not only for it’s water symbology but also for it’s strong social justice message. The woman at the well was a foreigner, a Samaritan who at the time were considered the arch enemies of the Jews. Moreover she was a woman alone at midday which meant she was even outcast from her own community. According the traditions of the time Jesus should not have spoken to her but he subverted this convention and reached out to her in the form of a teaching. So by using this image we are trying to send the message that we believe in equality, inclusiveness and justice for the marginalised.



COMMUNITY 
GARDENING 
AND FOOD



Castlemaine Uniting Church, VIC

Nightcliffe Uniting 
Church, NT 

St Luke’s Anglican Parish 
Mosman Park WA

Port Phillip Uniting Church, VIC
Hope Uniting Church, 
NSW



Neutral Bay Uniting Church, NSW

Neutral Bay UC





Peace wall and garden

Warrandyte Uniting 
Church, VIC



St George’s Uniting Church, Eden



“We started with enormous faith – and no 
garden tools or money to buy them. On the first 
day it rained and only one person turned up, 
Roger. As it happened he was an artist and 
designed our sign. And everything happened 
from there…”



REDUCING WASTE







Quakers 
Hill 

Uniting 
Church 

Toy Library



SAVING ENERGY





SOLAR

Indooroopilly UC



St Anselm of Canterbury 
Anglican Parish Kingsley-

North Woodvale WA

Bentleigh Uniting Church, VIC

Castlemaine Uniting Church, VIC



Solar Hot Water

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They also installed solar hot water systems on their two student residences. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/7995356@N07/474170719/in/set-72157600136854095/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/7995356@N07/474170721/in/set-72157600136854095/


Solar crosses and panels
Caloundra Uniting 
Church, QLD

O’Connor Uniting 
Church, ACT



Tecoma Uniting Church, VIC 
– Powered by the Sun/Son!



LEADING THE WAY



Crossroads Uniting Church, 
Werribee VIC



Green DVD

Maroubra 
Junction 
Uniting 
Church, NSW



Food Co-Op: Brunswick Uniting Church, VIC



Brisbane, QLD



SAVING BIODIVERSITY



Brunswick Uniting Church, VIC



Amegilla cingulata, commonly known as 
the blue-banded beeThe Old Church on the Hill, VIC



Abbotsford Convent, VIC

St Matthew’s Church Long Gully, VIC

Swan View Uniting Church, WA



Kids Animal Club



Spider named after church
• Habronestes diocesegrafton



Restoring local ecosystems

Charlestown 
Anglican Parish, 
Newcastle NSW



Tree Planting

Metro West First Third Churches (UCA WA)



Before

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Members of St Alban’s Anglican Parish in Charlestown have undertaken a major project involving the restoration of the Winding Creek gully adjacent to the church car park and installed rainwater tanks under the parish hall to harvest rainwater from the hall roof to supply water to the toilets and washbasins and also for watering the church gardens. Restoration of the gully involved removal of large amounts of lantana from the steep banks, spreading some 90 cubic metres of mulch and planting with a variety of native plants to stabilise the bank and create an attractive area for use by the community as a quiet haven. The project has also involved reshaping the eroded creek bed to prevent ongoing erosion. 



After



Together 
we are 

Greening 
the Church!



Five Leaf Eco-Awards

An Ecumenical Environmental Change 
Program for Churches and religious 

organisations. 

56

Supported 
by:



Five Leaves/Areas:
• Buildings
• Worship
• Congregation
• Outreach
• Community Leadership



The first award: Basic Certificate
1. Energy audit
2. 3 actions to reduce your resource use
3. 2 behaviour change campaigns
4. Provide 2 resources for members of your church 

to take action in their own lives
5. Conduct a worship service around the 

environment
6. Conduct a green outreach event
7. Complete a special project to show your 

dedication



Caring for Creation…
Can be very rewarding!



St Saviour’s Anglican Church, Boyup Brook WA



St Luke’s Uniting Church, Geelong, VIC



Clarence Uniting Church, TAS



Pilgrim Uniting Church, SA



St John’s Anglican Cathedral Brisbane (QLD)



Nightcliff 
Uniting 

Church, NT



Pitt Street Uniting Church, NSW



Canberra City Uniting Church, ACT



These are just some of the 35 churches with awards, 
so visit http://fiveleafecoawards.org/ to find out more

http://fiveleafecoawards.org/


Ecumenical and Interfaith

• Queensland Churches Together Network (QCEN)
• NCCA Eco-Mission Project
• Australian Religious Response to Climate 

Change (ARRCC) and GreenFaith
• A Rocha
• Faith & Ecology Network







BUT THE CRISIS 
CONTINUES…







Climate Anxiety



Source: 
https://www.unicef.org.au/Upload/UNICEF/Me
dia/Documents/A-Climate-for-Change-Young-
Ambassadors-Report-2019.pdf





33.4% of Australian 
women aged under 
30 are having second 
thoughts about 
starting or expanding a 
family because they 
believe their children will 
have an unsafe future 
due to climate change.

Source: https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/au
scon/pages/10649/attachments/original/1549598020
/4pp_women_and_climate_change.pdf?1549598020

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/auscon/pages/10649/attachments/original/1549598020/4pp_women_and_climate_change.pdf?1549598020


School Strikes for Climate, 
March 15th 2019

Australia:
150,000 students
64 locations
(including 26 locations in 
NSW)

Globally:
1.4 million students
128 countries

Sources:
https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/post/where-did-we-strike-on-
march-15
https://www.thaeguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/19/school-
climate-strikes-more-than-1-million-took-part-say-campaigners-greta-
thunberg

“We are striking from 
school to tell our 
politicians to take our 
futures seriously and 
tret climate change for 
what it is – a crisis.”

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/19/school-climate-strikes-more-than-1-million-took-part-say-campaigners-greta-thunberg
https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/post/where-did-we-strike-on-march-15
https://www.thaeguardian.com/environment/2019/mar/19/school-climate-strikes-more-than-1-million-took-part-say-campaigners-greta-thunberg


"We do need hope—of 
course, we do. But the 
one thing we need more than 
hope is action. Once we start 
to act, hope is everywhere." 
Greta Thunberg



Is our response proportional to the size of the crisis?

















We are the greenest church in 
Australia, but what does that mean?



Challenges/Opportunities
Going Forward





The Good Samaritan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rather than just patching up the injured guy each time, eventually we need to fix the road people are being robbed on – Aus is generous helping Pacific nations to recover from cyclones etc. but what they really need is climate action. 



Environmental action as an 
opportunity

• Evangelism
• Discipleship
• Ecumenical and Interfaith
• Global Contextual and Post-Colonial theology
• Pastoral Care



Neoliberalism

https://www.academia.edu/39770070/Seeking_Freedom_Toget
her_The_potential_of_churches_to_move_from_enthrallment_t
o_neoliberalism_to_centres_of_a_new_old_way

https://www.academia.edu/39770070/Seeking_Freedom_Together_The_potential_of_churches_to_move_from_enthrallment_to_neoliberalism_to_centres_of_a_new_old_way


Education
Integration
Leadership
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